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  NEWS

December 02, 2019

Information Commissioner
consults on draft guidance for
explaining use of AI in decision-
making about individuals
The Information Commissioner’s Office has
launched a consultation on new draft
guidance for organisations using, or
thinking about using, artificial intelligence
(AI) to support or make decisions about
individuals.

December 02, 2019

Council secures £400k+
confiscation order against landlord
over house in multiple occupation
with 15 tenants
Joint action by Hillingdon Council’s
planning enforcement and trading
standards teams has seen a Hayes
landlord ordered to pay more than
£430,000 after she turned her property into
an illegal House in Multiple Occupation
(HMO).

December 02, 2019

Browne Jacobson chooses leading
member of government sector
group as new managing partner
National law firm Browne Jacobson has
elected corporate partner Richard Medd as
its new managing partner with effect from 1
May 2020 for a three year term.

December 02, 2019

  FEATURES AND ANALYSIS

November 29, 2019

Powers to
control anti-
social behaviour
under the Anti-
social Behaviour,
Crime and
Policing Act 2014
This guidance note

provides a comprehensive and up to date
overview of powers to control anti-social
behaviour under the Anti-social Behaviour,
Crime and Policing Act 2014, Reform of
anti-social behaviour powers (2014), Part 1
Civil Injunctions and Part 2 Criminal
Behaviour Order (CBO).

November 29, 2019

Heads up on
'material
considerations'
You really can’t buy a
planning permission,
the Supreme Court
has said. Mark Lowe
QC and Estelle

Dehon report on a significant ruling in a
case involving proposed community
donations and the grant of planning
permission for a wind turbine.

November 29, 2019

Climate Emergency #2 - have you
thought about Planning?

Councils and housing
associations "face multi-million
pound refunds to tenants after
water re-selling test case in High
Court
Local authorities and housing associations could face having to
refund millions of pounds to tenants after a council lost a test
case in the High Court on water re-selling, it has been claimed.
Read more

FEATURED JOBS

On Mon, 9 December
2019

On Mon, 9 December
2019

On Tue, 10 December
2019

08:30 - 09:30

On Wed, 11 December
2019

FEATURED EVENTS

General Data
Protection
Regulation - A to
Z - Act Now
Training

General Data
Protection
Regulation - A to
Z - Act Now
Training

Planning Appeal
Inquiries in
Practice: New
Procedures -
FTB

General Data
Protection
Regulation - A to
Z - Act Now
Training

Handling Data
Subject
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London
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Whether you’re promoting your 
brand, marketing your services 
or products, promoting an event 
or recruiting new staff, Local 
Government Lawyer and Public 
Law Today are the number one 
platforms to reach public sector 
lawyers and other professionals 
nationwide.

Our advertising facilities include 
comprehensive sponsorship 
packages, display advertising, the 
most popular legal jobs board 
in the public sector market, 
comprehensive directories of 
legal advisers and other suppliers 
of products and services and an 
events calendar.

All provide a unique opportunity 
to prominently profile your 
services or products alongside 
our market-leading editorial and 
directly to thousands of potential 
clients via our email newsletters.

localgovernmentlawyer.co.uk      
publiclawtoday.co.uk      
publiclawjobs.co.uk

Why advertise with Local Government 
Lawyer and Public Law Today?

Average Monthly 
Unique Viewers:

39,964

Newsletter 
Subscribers:

5,500+

Annual Number 
of Page Views:

1.03 Million

For enquiries or bookings, please contact Kate Coyne on 01625 666395 or email 
kate@localgovernmentlawyer.co.uk



Front Pages Total page views 
2019

Average monthly 
page views 2019

Home Page, News and Features 163,015 13,584

Careers 20,103 1,675

Public Law Jobs 284,740 23,728

Events 16,487 1,374

Site structure and average traffic

Practice area sections Total page views 2019 Average monthly page 
views 2019

Adult Social Services 47,324 3,944

Child protection 56,743 4,729

Community Safety 15,083 1,257

Education 25,728 2,144

Employment 42,990 3,583

Environment New for 2020 New for 2020

Governance 66,650 5,554

Healthcare 9,840 820

Housing Law 78,518 6,543

Information Law 18,792 1,566

Licensing 27,318 2,277

Litigation 62,387 5,199

Planning 143,870 11,989

Procurement 43,936 3,661

Projects 13,186 1,099

Property 36,162 3,014

Regulatory 16,683 1,390

Transport and 
Highways 17,563 1,464

Wales New for 2020 New for 2020

* Source Google Analytics Jan-Dec 2019

* Source Google Analytics Jan-Dec 2019

“very useful to 
have all the local 

government specific 
stuff and the job ads 

in one place”

“It is a valuable and much regarded resource - 
thank you for all your hard work”

“Helpful articles and 
always my choice of 
reference”

“Very useful, helpful 
and essential”

“LGL newsletter is really good 
and informative”

“The jobs section is 
really good. I like that 
the jobs are displayed 
down the side rather 
than having to click a 
separate link”

“Invaluable website, consult it 
regularly to keep up to date with 
my area of practice, impressive 
range of contributors”

“Great resource to 
obtain practical and 
clear legal updates”

“An excellent all-round publication”

“This is my go to 
website to find recent 
updates in terms 
of Planning and 
Environmental Law”

“The discussion pieces 
are usually far more to 
the point than in the 
equivalent planning 
press”

“Provides a timely, 
precise and  
authoritive analysis 
of relevant cases”

“Very good - no rivals at all”

“Very useful, 
essential social 
care updates”

“I look forward to receiving my 
update email each week”

“I depend on Local 
Government Lawyer to 
provide invaluable support 
in keeping me up to date in a 
fast changing world”

“THE go to place”

*source: Local Government Lawyer Readers Survey, Dec 2019

What our readers say
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Display Advertising

One month Quarterly Six months Annual

Upper box (300x250px) £495 £1,295 £2,495 £3,995

Leaderboard (728x90px) 
+ Dropdown

£395
+ £200

£995
+ £450

£1,995
+ £800

£3,495
+ £1,400

Premium Mid-page 
Banner
(600x100px)

£395 £995 £1,995 £3,495

Mid-page Banner 
(600x100px) £295 £695 £1,495 £2,295

Skyscraper (160x600px) £195 £495 £995 £1,495

One month Quarterly Six months Annual

Upper box (300x250px) £395 £995 £1,995 £3,495

Leaderboard (728x90px) £345 £795 £1,695 £2,495

Premium Mid-page 
Banner
(Above articles)

£395 £995 £1,995 £3,495

Mid-page Banner (At foot 
of articles) £295 £695 £1,495 £1,995

Skyscraper £125 £295 £495 £795

In-article banner or video £395 £995 £1,695 £2,495

Pop-up ads (variable sizes 
and positions available) from £195 from £395 from £695 from £1,295

Home pages (including news and features pages)

Practice area pages, articles, careers and Wales pages*

Single issue Four issues Quarterly Annually

Upper Banner 
(600x100px) £295 £995 £1,995 £4,995

Mid-page Banner 
(600x100) £195 £495 £995 £1,695

Email Newsletters (Local Government Lawyer Newsletter, Housing Newsletter and Place Newsletter)

Insight Magazine

Single issue Two issues Four issues

Inside cover (A4) £1,095 £1,995 £2,995

Full-page ad (A4) £995 £1,695 £2,296

Half-page ad (A5) £495 £795 £1,295

* Ads will be displayed alongside all editorial content relevant to the page, regardless of where it is originally accessed from. 

A 20% discount will be applied to the above prices if more than one advertisement is booked at the same time. A 30% discount will apply if three or 
more are booked simultaneously.

All prices exclude VAT at 20%. All display advertisements of more than three months duration include an optional listing in the Services Directory.
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Newsletter
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  NEWS

January 09, 2020

LGA updates guidance for officers
and councillors on making
planning decisions
The Local Government Association last
month issued an updated version of Probity
in Planning, its guidance for officers and
councillors.

January 09, 2020

Vulnerable people "refused fair
hearing" in way some councils
deal with appeals against housing
benefit decisions: Ombudsman
Families face homelessness because of
errors in the way some councils deal with
appeals against decisions on housing
benefit claims, the Local Government and
Social Care Ombudsman has warned.

January 09, 2020

Social landlord to take legal action
over "unfair" assessment by
regulator
A provider of homes for vulnerable adults is
to seek judicial review later this month of an
assessment issued by the Regulator of
Social Housing (RSH) after the watchdog
said its governance and financial viability
were both inadequate.

January 09, 2020

Councils warn of "immense
pressure" as number of children in
care reaches record level
The number of children in care has risen by
28% in the past decade pushing the system
to breaking point, the Local Government
Association (LGA) has warned.

Jan 09, 2020
Campaigners threaten legal challenge
over plan to move primary school to
new site

Jan 08, 2020
Council secures injunction to ban
proposed “tent city” homeless
encampment

Jan 08, 2020
City council implements ‘Martyn’s
Law’ on security at public venues,
calls on government to introduce
legislation

Jan 08, 2020
Law firm advises borough council on
£18.7m acquisition of long leasehold
interest in leisure park

  FEATURES AND ANALYSIS

January 10, 2020

Remedies in
First-tier Tribunal
discrimination
claims
A recent Upper
Tribunal decision has
potentially far-
reaching implications

for schools considering excluding pupils
with disabilities, write Tom Amraoui and
Rachel Sullivan.

January 10, 2020

(How) Can
Planning Speed
Up Delivery? Part
1
In the first of two
articles Ralph Kellas
examines the factors
behind slow' build out

rates and analyses proposed ways to tackle
the issue.

January 10, 2020

Elephant, Dove,
Old Oak, RICS
It is time to return to
fundamentals when it
comes to the delivery
of social housing,
writes Simon
Ricketts, as he

reviews recent developments in relation to
two major projects.

January 10, 2020

Tackling
unregistered
schools
Ambiguities in the
legislation present
problems for local
authorities seeking to
deal with "illegal

schools", write Alice Mennell and Graham
Burns.

January 10, 2020

Siblings in care
proceedings
Kate Clarkson
explores the issue of
sibling contact in care
proceedings and
explains why it
should be a higher

priority.

LGSS Law “on track to return to
profit” after £1.2m loss in 2018/19,
says Executive Director
LGSS Law, the social enterprise law firm owned by three
councils, is on track to return to profit, its Executive Director has
said, after its accounts for 2018/19 showed losses of more than
£1.2m, up from £300,000 the previous year. Read more

FEATURED JOBS

On Mon, 20 January
2020

10:00 - 16:00

On Mon, 20 January
2020

10:00 - 16:00

On Tue, 21 January
2020

10:00 - 16:00

On Thu, 23 January
2020

12:30 - 13:30

On Wed, 29 January
2020

12:30 - 13:30

On Mon, 3 February
2020

10:00 - 16:00

On Mon, 3 February
2020

10:00 - 16:00

FEATURED EVENTS

Freedom of
Information Act
2000: An A-Z
Guide - Act Now

GDPR Update:
Lessons from
Year 1 - Act Now

Handling Data
Subject
Requests Under
GDPR - Act Now

Commercial
property: CRAR
and forfeiture of
lease - Sheriffs
Office

Employment
tribunal awards
and ACAS
settlements -
Sheriffs Office

GDPR
Practitioner
Certificate - Act
Now

The Data
Protection Act
2018 - Act Now

The Data
Protection Act
2018 - Act Now

London

London

London

Online (live webinar)

Online (live webinar)

North-west

Scotland
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  MORE NEWS

Jan 06, 2020
Defendant who claimed to be
‘Freeman of the land’ fined £15k for
planning breaches

Jan 06, 2020
Ministry to provide £165m funding for
Troubled Families programme in
2020/21

Jan 06, 2020
Tougher sentences needed to deter
fly-tipping, says Local Government
Association

Jan 03, 2020
Timetable set for new inquest into ‘air
quality’ death of child

Jan 03, 2020
Ministry awards £4m to 100+ councils
to help tackle criminal landlords and
letting agents

Jan 03, 2020
London borough fails in Planning
Court challenge to ministerial
approval for works on HS2 ecological
mitigation site

Jan 02, 2020
Council prosecution sees landlord
fined £27k for multiple HMO breaches

Dec 31, 2019
Fire authority to appoint solicitors,
barristers to £480k specialist legal
services framework

Dec 31, 2019

  MORE FEATURES

January 10, 2020

Grants of
planning
permission and
consistency
A challenge to a
district council’s
decision on grounds
of consistency was

recently rejected. Saira Kabir Sheikh QC
looks at the lessons of the case.

January 10, 2020

Placement of
looked after
English children
in Scotland
Justin Gray provides
an analysis of the
current law on
placement of looked

after English children in Scotland that will
be of interest to child care lawyers and
solicitors, including those acting for local
authorities.

January 03, 2020

The CSPL
Review of Ethical
Governance and
Bullying
Paul Feild looks at
what the Committee
for Standards in

not address fundamental issues of
sustainability": Law Society

Jan 07, 2020
Council officer ordered to pay £900+
after accessing social care records
without authorisation

Jan 07, 2020
Council prosecution sees serial fly-
tipper handed 30-month custodial
sentence

Jan 07, 2020
Threat of judicial review over
permission for mixed-use scheme
facilitating 23,000-seat football
stadium recedes as appeal deadline
passes

Jan 07, 2020
Ombudsman hits out at council after
housing benefit miscalculations lead
to eviction of young family

Jan 07, 2020
Council rapped over treatment of
pregnant woman who was made
homeless

Jan 06, 2020
Leeds Council seeks injunction to ban
‘tent city’ homeless camp

For more news, please scroll down

Max Thorowgood and
Jonathan Pennington
Legh analyse a
recent Court of
Appeal ruling on the
rectification of
contracts.

January 10, 2020

Neurodiversity in
the workplace:
hidden
disabilities
Mark Radford looks
at recent cases on
hidden disabilities

and outlines some steps employers can
take when dealing with neuro-diverse
employees.

For more features, please scroll down

VIDEOBITES

SPONSORED EDITORIAL

Housing Litigation Solicitor 
Sheffield. £37,030 DOE +
excellent benefits

Paralegal 
£25,524 - £28,475

Senior Lawyer (Corporate Governance) 
Up to £43,375 (including £3,000
market supplement)

Court Work Facilitators 
Up to £31,371 per annum

Assistant Solicitor (Contracts & Data
Protection) 

£30,907 - £38,926 p.a. (includes
Market Allowance)

Senior Lawyer (Property & Regeneration) 
Up to £43,375 pro rata (including
£3,000 market supplement)

Locum Solicitor – Adult Social Care 

Locum roles

Your job vacancy here from
just £450 + VAT

Click here for further details
 

On Mon, 3 February
2020

10:00 - 16:00

FEATURED BOOKS

The Great Bundle Takeaway Debacle

On 4 April 2019 new rules came into effect for the removal of court bundles in what’s now earned the
name of “The Great Bundle Takeaway Debacle.” The debate itself is notable for how little of it is
focused on a digital solution. While these issues persist in the Civil courts, its worth reminding…

High Court enforcement for Local Authorities

High Court enforcement services can be useful for local authorities in several circumstances. The
Sheriff's Office outlines the main circumstances when local authorities may need to use enforcement
services and the procedures they will need to follow when they do.

Locum Senior Research Contracts Manager
Venn Group, East of England

Planning Team Leader
Sellick Partnership, London

Property Solicitor
Sellick Partnership, North-West

Property Legal Officer
Sellick Partnership, North-West

Prosecutions Locum
Sellick Partnership, Greater Manchester, North-West

Adult Social Care Lawyer
Sellick Partnership, North-West

Planning Paralegal
Sellick Partnership, London

Planning Lawyer
Sellick Partnership, London

Housing Lawyer
Sellick Partnership, London

Locum Solicitor – Adult Social Care
Work With York, Yorkshire

Yorkshire

Cornerstone on
Information
Law

Cornerstone on
Information Law is a
one-volume practical
guide focused on data
protection law,
freedom of
information and the
environmental
information

Cornerstone on
Anti-Social
Behaviour

Fully updated and
providing analysis of
the revised guidance
with commentary
explaining what the
changes are and what
they mean for those
working in this area,
the second edition of

To turn subtitles off, click on 'CC' on the toolbar and select 'None'
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  MORE NEWS

Jan 06, 2020
Defendant who claimed to be
‘Freeman of the land’ fined £15k for
planning breaches

Jan 06, 2020
Ministry to provide £165m funding for
Troubled Families programme in
2020/21

Jan 06, 2020
Tougher sentences needed to deter
fly-tipping, says Local Government
Association

Jan 03, 2020
Timetable set for new inquest into ‘air
quality’ death of child

Jan 03, 2020
Ministry awards £4m to 100+ councils
to help tackle criminal landlords and
letting agents

Jan 03, 2020
London borough fails in Planning
Court challenge to ministerial
approval for works on HS2 ecological
mitigation site

Jan 02, 2020
Council prosecution sees landlord
fined £27k for multiple HMO breaches

Dec 31, 2019
Fire authority to appoint solicitors,
barristers to £480k specialist legal
services framework

Dec 31, 2019

  MORE FEATURES

January 10, 2020

Grants of
planning
permission and
consistency
A challenge to a
district council’s
decision on grounds
of consistency was

recently rejected. Saira Kabir Sheikh QC
looks at the lessons of the case.

January 10, 2020

Placement of
looked after
English children
in Scotland
Justin Gray provides
an analysis of the
current law on
placement of looked

after English children in Scotland that will
be of interest to child care lawyers and
solicitors, including those acting for local
authorities.

January 03, 2020

The CSPL
Review of Ethical
Governance and
Bullying
Paul Feild looks at
what the Committee
for Standards in

not address fundamental issues of
sustainability": Law Society

Jan 07, 2020
Council officer ordered to pay £900+
after accessing social care records
without authorisation

Jan 07, 2020
Council prosecution sees serial fly-
tipper handed 30-month custodial
sentence

Jan 07, 2020
Threat of judicial review over
permission for mixed-use scheme
facilitating 23,000-seat football
stadium recedes as appeal deadline
passes

Jan 07, 2020
Ombudsman hits out at council after
housing benefit miscalculations lead
to eviction of young family

Jan 07, 2020
Council rapped over treatment of
pregnant woman who was made
homeless

Jan 06, 2020
Leeds Council seeks injunction to ban
‘tent city’ homeless camp

For more news, please scroll down

Max Thorowgood and
Jonathan Pennington
Legh analyse a
recent Court of
Appeal ruling on the
rectification of
contracts.

January 10, 2020

Neurodiversity in
the workplace:
hidden
disabilities
Mark Radford looks
at recent cases on
hidden disabilities

and outlines some steps employers can
take when dealing with neuro-diverse
employees.

For more features, please scroll down

VIDEOBITES

SPONSORED EDITORIAL

Housing Litigation Solicitor 
Sheffield. £37,030 DOE +
excellent benefits

Paralegal 
£25,524 - £28,475

Senior Lawyer (Corporate Governance) 
Up to £43,375 (including £3,000
market supplement)

Court Work Facilitators 
Up to £31,371 per annum

Assistant Solicitor (Contracts & Data
Protection) 

£30,907 - £38,926 p.a. (includes
Market Allowance)

Senior Lawyer (Property & Regeneration) 
Up to £43,375 pro rata (including
£3,000 market supplement)

Locum Solicitor – Adult Social Care 

Locum roles

Your job vacancy here from
just £450 + VAT

Click here for further details
 

On Mon, 3 February
2020

10:00 - 16:00

FEATURED BOOKS

The Great Bundle Takeaway Debacle

On 4 April 2019 new rules came into effect for the removal of court bundles in what’s now earned the
name of “The Great Bundle Takeaway Debacle.” The debate itself is notable for how little of it is
focused on a digital solution. While these issues persist in the Civil courts, its worth reminding…

High Court enforcement for Local Authorities

High Court enforcement services can be useful for local authorities in several circumstances. The
Sheriff's Office outlines the main circumstances when local authorities may need to use enforcement
services and the procedures they will need to follow when they do.

Locum Senior Research Contracts Manager
Venn Group, East of England

Planning Team Leader
Sellick Partnership, London

Property Solicitor
Sellick Partnership, North-West

Property Legal Officer
Sellick Partnership, North-West

Prosecutions Locum
Sellick Partnership, Greater Manchester, North-West

Adult Social Care Lawyer
Sellick Partnership, North-West

Planning Paralegal
Sellick Partnership, London

Planning Lawyer
Sellick Partnership, London

Housing Lawyer
Sellick Partnership, London

Locum Solicitor – Adult Social Care
Work With York, Yorkshire

Yorkshire

Cornerstone on
Information
Law

Cornerstone on
Information Law is a
one-volume practical
guide focused on data
protection law,
freedom of
information and the
environmental
information

Cornerstone on
Anti-Social
Behaviour

Fully updated and
providing analysis of
the revised guidance
with commentary
explaining what the
changes are and what
they mean for those
working in this area,
the second edition of

To turn subtitles off, click on 'CC' on the toolbar and select 'None'

  NEWS

December 02, 2019

Information Commissioner
consults on draft guidance for
explaining use of AI in decision-
making about individuals
The Information Commissioner’s Office has
launched a consultation on new draft
guidance for organisations using, or
thinking about using, artificial intelligence
(AI) to support or make decisions about
individuals.

December 02, 2019

Council secures £400k+
confiscation order against landlord
over house in multiple occupation
with 15 tenants
Joint action by Hillingdon Council’s
planning enforcement and trading
standards teams has seen a Hayes
landlord ordered to pay more than
£430,000 after she turned her property into
an illegal House in Multiple Occupation
(HMO).

December 02, 2019

Browne Jacobson chooses leading
member of government sector
group as new managing partner
National law firm Browne Jacobson has
elected corporate partner Richard Medd as
its new managing partner with effect from 1
May 2020 for a three year term.

December 02, 2019

  FEATURES AND ANALYSIS

November 29, 2019

Powers to
control anti-
social behaviour
under the Anti-
social Behaviour,
Crime and
Policing Act 2014
This guidance note

provides a comprehensive and up to date
overview of powers to control anti-social
behaviour under the Anti-social Behaviour,
Crime and Policing Act 2014, Reform of
anti-social behaviour powers (2014), Part 1
Civil Injunctions and Part 2 Criminal
Behaviour Order (CBO).

November 29, 2019

Heads up on
'material
considerations'
You really can’t buy a
planning permission,
the Supreme Court
has said. Mark Lowe
QC and Estelle

Dehon report on a significant ruling in a
case involving proposed community
donations and the grant of planning
permission for a wind turbine.

November 29, 2019

Climate Emergency #2 - have you
thought about Planning?

Councils and housing
associations "face multi-million
pound refunds to tenants after
water re-selling test case in High
Court
Local authorities and housing associations could face having to
refund millions of pounds to tenants after a council lost a test
case in the High Court on water re-selling, it has been claimed.
Read more
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On Mon, 9 December
2019

On Tue, 10 December
2019

08:30 - 09:30

On Wed, 11 December
2019
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Protection
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Z - Act Now
Training

General Data
Protection
Regulation - A to
Z - Act Now
Training

Planning Appeal
Inquiries in
Practice: New
Procedures -
FTB

General Data
Protection
Regulation - A to
Z - Act Now
Training

Handling Data
Subject
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London

London

Scotland

JOBS COURSES AND EVENTS LEGAL ADVISERS DIRECTORY SUPPLIERS DIRECTORY LEXISNEXIS WRITE FOR US ADVERTISE

HOME NEWS FEATURES CAREERS MARKETPLACE NEWSLETTER RESEARCH INSIGHT MAGAZINE SEARCH

Adult Social Care Child Protection Community Safety Education Law Employment Governance Healthcare Law Housing Law Information Law Licensing

Litigation and Enforcement Planning Procurement and Contracts Projects and Regeneration Property Regulatory Transport and Highways

Leaderboard
(728x90px)

Mid-page Banner Premium
(600x100px)

Featured Events

Upper Box
(300x250px)

Lower Skyscraper
(160x600px)

Mid-page Banner
(600x100px)

/

Community Care Law Solicitor / Barrister /
Legal Executive 
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Locum roles

FEATURED BOOKS

December 5, 2019

Trafficked woman loses judicial review
challenge amid age assessment confusion

i k

Print
j

Email

A trafficked Vietnamese woman has lost a judicial review against two councils over her age
assessment, though the judge involved criticised both authorities for failing to resolve the matter
earlier.

The woman claims to be a child. She was subject to an age assessment by a local authority in the
north east of England but is unsure which authority and did not retain a copy of the result.

In February, Sunderland City Council conducted an age assessment of a vulnerable young
Vietnamese woman giving the same birth date, but a slightly different name, to the claimant, and
who Sunderland concluded was an adult.

A dispute arose as to whether this assessment was of the claimant or someone else. Sunderland did
not believe that the assessment it conducted was of the claimant and so refused to disclose it to her.

Article continues below...

She was by then living in Stockton where both the council and the Home Office considered that
Sunderland had conducted an age assessment of her and she should therefore be treated as an
adult.

In HBTN, R (on the application of) v Sunderland City Council & Ors [2019] EWHC 3221 Dan Squires
QC, sitting as a deputy High Court judge, said: “The dispute between the authorities matters. If it was
the claimant who Sunderland assessed, it is accepted by the parties that, should she wish to claim
that she is entitled to support or accommodation as a ‘child’ pursuant to the Children Act 1989, the
claimant will need to issue proceedings against Sunderland challenging its age assessment.

“If Sunderland had not assessed the claimant, it is accepted that, as the claimant is now residing in
Stockton, Stockton Council may owe her duties under the Children Act, and, if it considered there is
a significant doubt about her claimed age, would need to conduct an age assessment for itself.”

The claimant in May 2019 issued judicial review proceedings against both Sunderland and Stockton
as Sunderland had not disclosed to her the age assessment it had conducted - and which the Home
Office believed related to her - while Stockton considered it had no duty to either accommodate or
assess her as Sunderland had already done so.

Judge Squires said: “Whether or not the claimant and P [the person assessed by Sunderland] are
the same person turns very much on the credibility of the claimant, and, in particular, the veracity of
her unsigned witness statement of 1 November 2019.”

He said that such fact finding was not a task the Administrative Court was well-placed to perform and
the Upper Tribunal was the appropriate place for settling such a factual dispute.

The claimant later did see the assessment made by Sunderland and “accepts that it is
overwhelmingly likely that it was her that was assessed by Sunderland” and so “whether or not
Stockton had some duty to ascertain the claimant's age or provide her with support at some earlier
stage when the position was unclear, it cannot be said that it owes such duties now,” the judge said.

Tweet

Cornerstone on
Information
Law

Cornerstone on
Information Law is a
one-volume practical
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Local government legal jobs, news, analysis and events.
Average monthly readership: 33,596. Newsletter Circulation: 5,082.

PUT YOUR LEGAL EXPERIENCE TO WORK FOR MANCHESTER: The city council is hiring Senior
Lawyers/Principal Lawyers - Children's Services (to £47,683 and to £50,591 respectively; inclusive of £5000
market rate supplement). Go to Public Law Jobs for more great opportunities:

Salford: City Solicitor (to £77,972).
North Warwickshire: Head of Legal Services (to £51,662).
Mind: Head of Legal (£53,321).
South London Legal Partnership: Assistant Head of Law - Social Care & Education (to £60,789 +
market supplement of up to £5,000 subject to review) and Advocate - Social Care & Education (to
£59,425 inclusive of annually reviewable market supplement of up to £7,000).
Surrey: Senior Lawyer - Highways & Planning (to £50,711) and Team Lawyer - Contracts,
Procurement & Projects (£34,688).
Kirklees: Legal Officer - Planning and Highways (to £32,678) and Assistant Legal Officer – Children
and Adult Services (to £26,317 ; maternity cover).
Guildford: Lawyer - Property and Commercial Property and Lawyer - Projects, Corporate,
Commercial (both roles to £42,145 - Level 1, to £47,189 - Level 2).
Enfield: Major Contracts and Commercial Lawyer (to £48,486).
Warwickshire: Solicitor - Property and Solicitor - Planning & Highways (both roles to £47,847).
Lewes and Eastbourne Legal Services: Housing Lawyer (to £30,187; 22.5 hrs/wk). Closing: noon, 22
November.
Newcastle: Solicitor - Commercial Team (to £40,760).    .
Martin Searle Solicitors: Community Care Law Solicitor/Barrister/Legal Executive.

Supreme Court finds tribunals and local authorities must disapply
'bedroom tax' to avoid human rights breaches

Appellant's lawyer claims ruling is "of great significance" because it not only allows for case of
client and that of 130 couples whose cases were stayed behind it to be resolved with social
security tribunals disapplying bedroom tax to ensure none of those individuals suffer human
rights breach, but also because it paves way for decision-makers to avoid human rights
breaches in other areas

Court of Appeal orders "unprecedented" second retrial in care proceedings
following death of 10-year-old girl
Appeal judges order second retrial in care proceedings relating to five siblings following death of ten-year-old girl in
2016, describing judgment from first retrial as “wrong and procedurally unjust”; reject calls for court to substitute
own findings or say proceedings should come to end

Independent report finds it would be unfair to say council had "sexist culture"
Report into district council's culture carried out by leading local government lawyer was commissioned after former
head of paid service made series of allegations on Facebook

City council defeats judicial review challenge over age assessment
Manchester City Council defeats judicial review challenge in dispute about age of young man who immigrated from
Guinea and provided documentation from local court

Secretary of State fails in High Court bid to wind up business rates mitigation

Find us on Facebook

Follow on Twitter

Forward to a Friend

Newsletter Top Banner
(600x100px)

Sponsored Editorial

In-article Banner/Video

  NEWS

December 02, 2019

Information Commissioner
consults on draft guidance for
explaining use of AI in decision-
making about individuals
The Information Commissioner’s Office has
launched a consultation on new draft
guidance for organisations using, or
thinking about using, artificial intelligence
(AI) to support or make decisions about
individuals.

December 02, 2019

Council secures £400k+
confiscation order against landlord
over house in multiple occupation
with 15 tenants
Joint action by Hillingdon Council’s
planning enforcement and trading
standards teams has seen a Hayes
landlord ordered to pay more than
£430,000 after she turned her property into
an illegal House in Multiple Occupation
(HMO).

December 02, 2019

Browne Jacobson chooses leading
member of government sector
group as new managing partner
National law firm Browne Jacobson has
elected corporate partner Richard Medd as
its new managing partner with effect from 1
May 2020 for a three year term.

December 02, 2019

  FEATURES AND ANALYSIS

November 29, 2019

Powers to
control anti-
social behaviour
under the Anti-
social Behaviour,
Crime and
Policing Act 2014
This guidance note

provides a comprehensive and up to date
overview of powers to control anti-social
behaviour under the Anti-social Behaviour,
Crime and Policing Act 2014, Reform of
anti-social behaviour powers (2014), Part 1
Civil Injunctions and Part 2 Criminal
Behaviour Order (CBO).

November 29, 2019

Heads up on
'material
considerations'
You really can’t buy a
planning permission,
the Supreme Court
has said. Mark Lowe
QC and Estelle

Dehon report on a significant ruling in a
case involving proposed community
donations and the grant of planning
permission for a wind turbine.

November 29, 2019

Climate Emergency #2 - have you
thought about Planning?

Councils and housing
associations "face multi-million
pound refunds to tenants after
water re-selling test case in High
Court
Local authorities and housing associations could face having to
refund millions of pounds to tenants after a council lost a test
case in the High Court on water re-selling, it has been claimed.
Read more
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Protection
Regulation - A to
Z - Act Now
Training

Planning Appeal
Inquiries in
Practice: New
Procedures -
FTB

General Data
Protection
Regulation - A to
Z - Act Now
Training

Handling Data
Subject

Wales

London

London

Scotland

JOBS COURSES AND EVENTS LEGAL ADVISERS DIRECTORY SUPPLIERS DIRECTORY LEXISNEXIS WRITE FOR US ADVERTISE

HOME NEWS FEATURES CAREERS MARKETPLACE NEWSLETTER RESEARCH INSIGHT MAGAZINE SEARCH

Adult Social Care Child Protection Community Safety Education Law Employment Governance Healthcare Law Housing Law Information Law Licensing

Litigation and Enforcement Planning Procurement and Contracts Projects and Regeneration Property Regulatory Transport and Highways

Editorial page

/

  MORE NEWS

Jan 06, 2020
Defendant who claimed to be
‘Freeman of the land’ fined £15k for
planning breaches

Jan 06, 2020
Ministry to provide £165m funding for
Troubled Families programme in
2020/21

Jan 06, 2020
Tougher sentences needed to deter
fly-tipping, says Local Government
Association

Jan 03, 2020
Timetable set for new inquest into ‘air
quality’ death of child

Jan 03, 2020
Ministry awards £4m to 100+ councils
to help tackle criminal landlords and
letting agents

Jan 03, 2020
London borough fails in Planning
Court challenge to ministerial
approval for works on HS2 ecological
mitigation site

Jan 02, 2020
Council prosecution sees landlord
fined £27k for multiple HMO breaches

Dec 31, 2019
Fire authority to appoint solicitors,
barristers to £480k specialist legal
services framework

Dec 31, 2019

  MORE FEATURES

January 10, 2020

Grants of
planning
permission and
consistency
A challenge to a
district council’s
decision on grounds
of consistency was

recently rejected. Saira Kabir Sheikh QC
looks at the lessons of the case.

January 10, 2020

Placement of
looked after
English children
in Scotland
Justin Gray provides
an analysis of the
current law on
placement of looked

after English children in Scotland that will
be of interest to child care lawyers and
solicitors, including those acting for local
authorities.

January 03, 2020

The CSPL
Review of Ethical
Governance and
Bullying
Paul Feild looks at
what the Committee
for Standards in

not address fundamental issues of
sustainability": Law Society

Jan 07, 2020
Council officer ordered to pay £900+
after accessing social care records
without authorisation

Jan 07, 2020
Council prosecution sees serial fly-
tipper handed 30-month custodial
sentence

Jan 07, 2020
Threat of judicial review over
permission for mixed-use scheme
facilitating 23,000-seat football
stadium recedes as appeal deadline
passes

Jan 07, 2020
Ombudsman hits out at council after
housing benefit miscalculations lead
to eviction of young family

Jan 07, 2020
Council rapped over treatment of
pregnant woman who was made
homeless

Jan 06, 2020
Leeds Council seeks injunction to ban
‘tent city’ homeless camp

For more news, please scroll down

Max Thorowgood and
Jonathan Pennington
Legh analyse a
recent Court of
Appeal ruling on the
rectification of
contracts.

January 10, 2020

Neurodiversity in
the workplace:
hidden
disabilities
Mark Radford looks
at recent cases on
hidden disabilities

and outlines some steps employers can
take when dealing with neuro-diverse
employees.

For more features, please scroll down
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The Great Bundle Takeaway Debacle

On 4 April 2019 new rules came into effect for the removal of court bundles in what’s now earned the
name of “The Great Bundle Takeaway Debacle.” The debate itself is notable for how little of it is
focused on a digital solution. While these issues persist in the Civil courts, its worth reminding…

High Court enforcement for Local Authorities

High Court enforcement services can be useful for local authorities in several circumstances. The
Sheriff's Office outlines the main circumstances when local authorities may need to use enforcement
services and the procedures they will need to follow when they do.

Locum Senior Research Contracts Manager
Venn Group, East of England

Planning Team Leader
Sellick Partnership, London

Property Solicitor
Sellick Partnership, North-West

Property Legal Officer
Sellick Partnership, North-West

Prosecutions Locum
Sellick Partnership, Greater Manchester, North-West

Adult Social Care Lawyer
Sellick Partnership, North-West

Planning Paralegal
Sellick Partnership, London

Planning Lawyer
Sellick Partnership, London

Housing Lawyer
Sellick Partnership, London

Locum Solicitor – Adult Social Care
Work With York, Yorkshire

Yorkshire

Cornerstone on
Information
Law

Cornerstone on
Information Law is a
one-volume practical
guide focused on data
protection law,
freedom of
information and the
environmental
information

Cornerstone on
Anti-Social
Behaviour

Fully updated and
providing analysis of
the revised guidance
with commentary
explaining what the
changes are and what
they mean for those
working in this area,
the second edition of

To turn subtitles off, click on 'CC' on the toolbar and select 'None'

Upper Skyscraper
(160x600px)

Video

5



Standard - £495 +VAT
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•	 Two-line entry with small logo in Featured Jobs 

section alongside related articles + jobs, home, 
careers and news pages

•	 Listing on email newsletter with logo
•	 Listing on email job alert with logo

Finding and recruiting the best lawyers - those 
with the experience, background and skills to 
make a contribution from day one - is harder than 
ever and set to become more difficult still. As the 
dedicated jobs board for Local Government Lawyer 
and Public Law Today, Public Law Jobs provides a 
unique opportunity to reach thousands of potential 
applicants for your vacancies, including the all-
important ‘passive’ candidates, at highly competitive 
rates. See more at www.publiclawjobs.co.uk.

•	 Reach thousands of local government 
lawyers. Vacancies are prominently profiled 
throughout the Local Government Lawyer 
and Public Law Today websites (40,000 
unique visitors per month), their email 
newsletters (5,500+ subscribers) and through 
their combined jobs board Public Law Jobs 
(3,000+ unique users per month). According 
to our 2019 reader survey, 36% of readers 
use Local Government Lawyer to look for 
jobs.

•	 Get your vacancies in front of ‘passive’ 
potential candidates that aren’t actively 
looking at jobs boards by prominently 
displaying your job vacancies alongside 
relevant editorial material.  

•	 Reduce your recruitment costs. Public Law 
Jobs offers the most competitive rates in the 
market.

Any questions?
For enquiries or bookings, please contact Kate Coyne on 
01625 666395 or email kate@localgovernmentlawyer.
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PublicLawJobs
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the best candidates
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•	 Bespoke Google Ads, Facebook and Twitter 
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Multiple Postings
Significant per unit discounts can be applied to multiple 
postings booked at the same time, utilising a blend of the 
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Annual Contracts
Annual unlimited packages are also available for 
individual public bodies, shared services and law firms 
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recruitment advertising. Rates are calculated according to 
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Featured - £695 + VAT
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  NEWS

January 28, 2020

Justice Minister resists calls for
separate jurisdiction for Wales
Justice Minister Chris Philp poured cold
water on calls for a separate Welsh
jurisdiction in a Westminster Hall debate
last week (22 January) on the report from
The Commission on Justice in Wales.

January 28, 2020

Birketts strengthens public sector
team with Senior Associate hire
Regional law firm Birketts has bolstered its
public sector team with the appointment of
Claire Jones as a Senior Associate.

January 28, 2020

Midlands university to set up £4m
legal services framework
Birmingham City University is to establish a
multi-provider framework agreement for the
provision of legal services worth an
estimated £4m.

January 27, 2020

City council passes motion
supporting pilot of citizens
assemblies
Bristol City Council will introduce two
‘citizens’ assemblies’ pilot schemes within
the year in an effort to increase the
involvement of citizens in the council’s
decision-making process.

Jan 27, 2020
Trowers links up with Project Advisory
Group to offer service organisations
undertaking digital infrastructure
projects

Jan 27, 2020
Lambeth reaches “first of its kind”
memorandum of understanding with
all housing associations in borough

Jan 27, 2020
Government to set up new regulator
for oversight of high-risk buildings

Jan 24, 2020
Abbreviated age assessment of
Afghan national carried out by council
was unlawful, High Court rules

Jan 24, 2020
District launches judicial review
challenge against housing scheme
over lack of contribution to extra
school places

Jan 23, 2020
Council wins Upper Tribunal appeal
over valuation of museum for
business rates purposes

Jan 23, 2020
Not-for-profit company to procure
legal counsel for Anglesey tidal
energy public inquiry

Jan 23, 2020
Spending watchdog publishes final
draft of new Code of Audit Practice
ahead of expected implementation in
April

Jan 23, 2020

  FEATURES AND ANALYSIS

January 24, 2020

The Monitoring
Officer -
changing
approaches for a
new decade?
Agility and speed of
movement are
qualities that both

Monitoring Officers and their organisation
will need to cultivate, writes Miranda
Carruthers-Watt.

January 24, 2020

Unincorporated
associations and
public law claims
A High Court judge
has found that
unincorporated
associations have
capacity to bring

public law claims. The ruling is potentially of
wide application in public law cases, writes
Jenny Wigley.

January 24, 2020

Complying with
the MCA
A Court of Protection
judge recently
criticised a council for
"chilling" failures to
comply with the
Mental Capacity Act.

Sophy Miles explains why.

January 24, 2020

Section 73
changes – don’t
let the Gremlins
in
Roy Pinnock
considers recent
cases on Section 73
permsisions and

examines the power to make non-material
changes to planning permissions under
section 96A of the Town and Country
Planning Act 1990.

January 24, 2020

Climate
emergency #6:
have you thought
about
Procurement?
Phil Roberts and
Matthew Mo set out
how public

procurement can play a role in tackling
climate change.

January 24, 2020

Schools please
note - annual
reviews
Good preparation is
key to the successful
delivery of annual
reviews of EHC

Complaints about repairs still
biggest category of complaint as
Housing Ombudsman publishes
insight report on data
The Housing Ombudsman has published the first in a new
series of reports aimed at providing insight into its complaints
data and individual complaints. Read more FEATURED JOBSOn Wed, 29 January
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  MORE NEWS

Jan 23, 2020
Largest town council in England to be
established ahead of move to
unitaries in county

Jan 22, 2020
Ombudsman criticises council for
reducing care package of autistic man
because of financial pressures

Jan 22, 2020
Law Society warns of “catastrophic
legal aid deserts” for community care
work

Jan 22, 2020
Super-regulator in call for evidence
around ongoing competence of
lawyers

Jan 22, 2020
Hempsons bolsters Regulatory, Crime
and Professional Discipline team with
Eastwoods merger

Jan 22, 2020
North East council to procure legal
services for insurance claims

Jan 22, 2020
Wellbeing charity reports rise in
lawyers seeking support for
depression, stress and bullying

Jan 22, 2020
Kings Chambers bolsters planning,
personal injury teams with new
tenants

Jan 21, 2020
Court of Appeal rejects council bid for
borough-wide injunction, issues
guidance on tackling unauthorised
encampments

Jan 21, 2020
Ofsted investigating unregistered
schools “with one hand tied behind
our backs”, warns Chief Inspector

Jan 21, 2020
Professional services and insurance
group acquires defendant law firm
Keoghs

  MORE FEATURES

January 24, 2020

Public
procurement
challenges
require strict and
swift approach
Gwendoline Davies
and Lynsey Oakdene
offer practical advice

arising from a High Court decision in a
recent public procurement challenge.

January 24, 2020

Legal privilege
and the EIRs
A local authority was
recently ordered to
disclose legally
privileged material
under the
Environmental

Information Regulations 2004. Natasha
Stay considers the ruling.

January 17, 2020

A tale of a
whistleblower
and two hats….
The Court of Appeal
has recently
considered for the
first time whether
alleged detriments

against whistleblowers have to be suffered
in their capacity as employees (or workers)
rather than in any other personal capacity,
and concluded that they do. Sarah Hooton
reports.

January 17, 2020

Adult
safeguarding and
the Anti-social
behaviour, Crime
and Policing Act
2014

Ombudsman hits out at council for
making “serious and unsubstantiated
allegations” about asylum seeker

Jan 23, 2020
High Court rejects challenge to
decision by planning inspector despite
errors

Jan 23, 2020
Court of Appeal sets aside adoption
order after judge prematurely ruled
out birth family placement

Jan 23, 2020
Resident wins permission for judicial
review challenge over HS2 tunnel
design near Euston station

For more news, please scroll down

Plans, writes Hayley Mason.

January 24, 2020

Agent of change
planning appeals
The crossover
between the licensing
and planning regimes
is growing and it is
becoming less and
less viable to

administer either in a watertight
compartment, writes Sarah Clover, after
she successfully resisted an agent of
change planning appeal.

For more features, please scroll down
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FOISA 2002 -
Act Now

FEATURED BOOKS

High Court enforcement for Local Authorities

High Court enforcement services can be useful for local authorities in several circumstances. The
Sheriff's Office outlines the main circumstances when local authorities may need to use enforcement
services and the procedures they will need to follow when they do.

The Great Bundle Takeaway Debacle

On 4 April 2019 new rules came into effect for the removal of court bundles in what’s now earned the
name of “The Great Bundle Takeaway Debacle.” The debate itself is notable for how little of it is
focused on a digital solution. While these issues persist in the Civil courts, its worth reminding…
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There is no charge for contributing relevant articles 
(subject to the editor’s discretion) for publication on Local 
Government Lawyer and Public Law Today. However, there 
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Featured editorial
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The Great Bundle Takeaway Debacle

On 4 April 2019 new rules came into effect for the removal
of court bundles in what’s now earned the name of “The
Great Bundle Takeaway Debacle.” The debate itself is
notable for how little of it is focused on a digital solution.
While these issues persist in the Civil courts, its worth
reminding ourselves that as the Crown Courts use digital bundles almost exclusively, among other
benefits there is no need to remove bundles after a hearing.

The release, the wording of which can be found here, stated that legal representatives are
responsible for the removal of all bundles after the conclusion of a trial, including those of the courts.
Clarification by way of a joint notice, endorsed by the Bar Council and the Law Society, from HMCTS
then said that court bundles are actually not the responsibility of legal professionals; however, they
are still obliged to remove their own bundles after hearings.

There are 1200 judges in England & Wales who use digital evidence bundles on a daily basis in the
Crown Courts and many Family Courts. Since implementation, the HMCTS Digital Case System
CaseLines has already saved more than 100 million sheets of paper and a lot of trouble when it
comes to assembling, transporting and removing bundles. It’s time the debate over bundles in Civil
and family courts included digital solutions. Paper has now almost entirely been removed from the
criminal process, as well as increasingly in the family courts, with judges embracing the technology.

The Crown Courts have one main presenter of cases: The Crown Prosecution Service. In the Family
and Civil Courts there are many different applicants, either individuals through their representatives
or bodies such as Local Authorities. The solution is therefore for applicant parties to call for a digital
approach. Judges prefer to use digital bundles. They can be accessed anywhere, including from
home, and they give judges far more time with the case materials as they do not need to be
transported. Civil lawyers should agree between parties and ask judges to have their cases heard
using digital bundles. Lawyers who do so aren’t likely to face resistance, but in fact will be pushing
against an open door.

CaseLines has also resulted in shorter hearings so lawyers spend less time in court and reduces the
number of adjournments meaning a lower number of hearings per case. One early benefit the UK
Crown Courts experienced was a 50% reduction in hearings because earlier access to evidence
meant more early guilty pleas. In the family courts HHJ Peter Nathan told us he felt it was “a “huge
improvement on paper bundles.” When discussing a 12-day case he was working on, “it must be
more than 1,000 pages. I can’t take that home.”

Family courts across England and Wales can also now use the systems after initiatives were
implemented by their local authorities. Andrea Kilby, Business Development Manager at Orbis,
assisted Guildford Family Court when they went digital. Traditionally, Orbis had been responsible for
the provision and then removal of bundles at significant cost through a weekly courier collection.
Kelby told us that “CaseLines offers a practical, cost and time saving solution to this problem. We
save money, and the courts save time by not having to collect, store and hand over the bundles to a
courier.”

Digital bundles have been enthusiastically endorsed by judges and lawyers across the UK and
approved for use by HMCTS. It’s a proven system that can deliver a fully digitised modern justice
system to any UK courtroom, today. Civil lawyers can be part of the transformation to digital, but they
must be the ones to lead it.

To learn more about how CaseLines is helping Local Authorities across the UK including
Manchester, Oxfordshire, Surrey, North Lincs, Ealing and many more transform their legal
services with true digitisation, saving money and improving efficiency, visit
www.caselines.com/lgl or call us on 020 3922 0840

About CaseLines

CaseLines, developed by Netmaster Solutions Ltd, is the leading global provider of software as a
service (SaaS) for the electronic preparation, collaboration and presentation of evidence/legal
bundles, documentary and video evidence.

Launched in 2013, CaseLines enables law firms, corporate and local authority legal departments
and courts to increase efficiency, reduce costs and improve productivity. Eliminating the direct
and indirect costs of paper and PDFs, CaseLines allows courtroom presentation of the bundles
without the added cost of a courtroom operator.

CaseLines is used in Civil and Public Law cases and in the Crown Courts across England &
Wales, public family law across local authorities including Orbis Public Law (The Legal Services
of Brighton and Hove City Council, East Sussex County Council, Surrey County Council and
West Sussex County Council working in partnership) as well as the dispute resolution authority
for the Dubai International Financial Centre Courts and the Court of Justice of the Common
Market for Eastern and Southern Africa.

CaseLines platform hold over 300,000 cases, with over 90 million pages of evidence. CaseLines
systems deal with hundreds of cases per day, ranging from small public law bundles all the way
through to 300,000 page civil trials. There are over 1,200 judges in the UK trained to use
CaseLines.

 

Online (live webinar)

Online (live webinar)

Online (live webinar)

London

North-west

London

Scotland
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FEATURED JOBSOn Wed, 29 January
2020

12:00 - 13:00

On Wed, 29 January
2020

12:00 - 13:00

On Wed, 29 January
2020

12:30 - 13:30

On Thu, 30 January
2020

10:00 - 16:00

On Mon, 3 February
2020

10:00 - 16:00

On Mon, 3 February
2020

10:00 - 16:00

On Thu, 6 February
2020

10:00 - 16:00

FEATURED EVENTS

CEO Brief:
Developing
Leadership in
Local
Government -
LLG Training

Local Authority
Climate
Emergencies -
LLG Training

Employment
tribunal awards
and ACAS
settlements -
Sheriffs Office

Introduction to
Cyber Security -
Act Now

FOI Practitioner
Certificate - Act
Now

Freedom of
Information: The
Exemptions -
Act Now

Practitioner
Certificate in
FOISA 2002 -
Act Now

FOI Practitioner
Certificate - Act
Now

The Great Bundle Takeaway Debacle

On 4 April 2019 new rules came into effect for the removal
of court bundles in what’s now earned the name of “The
Great Bundle Takeaway Debacle.” The debate itself is
notable for how little of it is focused on a digital solution.
While these issues persist in the Civil courts, its worth
reminding ourselves that as the Crown Courts use digital bundles almost exclusively, among other
benefits there is no need to remove bundles after a hearing.

The release, the wording of which can be found here, stated that legal representatives are
responsible for the removal of all bundles after the conclusion of a trial, including those of the courts.
Clarification by way of a joint notice, endorsed by the Bar Council and the Law Society, from HMCTS
then said that court bundles are actually not the responsibility of legal professionals; however, they
are still obliged to remove their own bundles after hearings.

There are 1200 judges in England & Wales who use digital evidence bundles on a daily basis in the
Crown Courts and many Family Courts. Since implementation, the HMCTS Digital Case System
CaseLines has already saved more than 100 million sheets of paper and a lot of trouble when it
comes to assembling, transporting and removing bundles. It’s time the debate over bundles in Civil
and family courts included digital solutions. Paper has now almost entirely been removed from the
criminal process, as well as increasingly in the family courts, with judges embracing the technology.

The Crown Courts have one main presenter of cases: The Crown Prosecution Service. In the Family
and Civil Courts there are many different applicants, either individuals through their representatives
or bodies such as Local Authorities. The solution is therefore for applicant parties to call for a digital
approach. Judges prefer to use digital bundles. They can be accessed anywhere, including from
home, and they give judges far more time with the case materials as they do not need to be
transported. Civil lawyers should agree between parties and ask judges to have their cases heard
using digital bundles. Lawyers who do so aren’t likely to face resistance, but in fact will be pushing
against an open door.

CaseLines has also resulted in shorter hearings so lawyers spend less time in court and reduces the
number of adjournments meaning a lower number of hearings per case. One early benefit the UK
Crown Courts experienced was a 50% reduction in hearings because earlier access to evidence
meant more early guilty pleas. In the family courts HHJ Peter Nathan told us he felt it was “a “huge
improvement on paper bundles.” When discussing a 12-day case he was working on, “it must be
more than 1,000 pages. I can’t take that home.”

Family courts across England and Wales can also now use the systems after initiatives were
implemented by their local authorities. Andrea Kilby, Business Development Manager at Orbis,
assisted Guildford Family Court when they went digital. Traditionally, Orbis had been responsible for
the provision and then removal of bundles at significant cost through a weekly courier collection.
Kelby told us that “CaseLines offers a practical, cost and time saving solution to this problem. We
save money, and the courts save time by not having to collect, store and hand over the bundles to a
courier.”

Digital bundles have been enthusiastically endorsed by judges and lawyers across the UK and
approved for use by HMCTS. It’s a proven system that can deliver a fully digitised modern justice
system to any UK courtroom, today. Civil lawyers can be part of the transformation to digital, but they
must be the ones to lead it.

To learn more about how CaseLines is helping Local Authorities across the UK including
Manchester, Oxfordshire, Surrey, North Lincs, Ealing and many more transform their legal
services with true digitisation, saving money and improving efficiency, visit
www.caselines.com/lgl or call us on 020 3922 0840

About CaseLines

CaseLines, developed by Netmaster Solutions Ltd, is the leading global provider of software as a
service (SaaS) for the electronic preparation, collaboration and presentation of evidence/legal
bundles, documentary and video evidence.

Launched in 2013, CaseLines enables law firms, corporate and local authority legal departments
and courts to increase efficiency, reduce costs and improve productivity. Eliminating the direct
and indirect costs of paper and PDFs, CaseLines allows courtroom presentation of the bundles
without the added cost of a courtroom operator.

CaseLines is used in Civil and Public Law cases and in the Crown Courts across England &
Wales, public family law across local authorities including Orbis Public Law (The Legal Services
of Brighton and Hove City Council, East Sussex County Council, Surrey County Council and
West Sussex County Council working in partnership) as well as the dispute resolution authority
for the Dubai International Financial Centre Courts and the Court of Justice of the Common
Market for Eastern and Southern Africa.

CaseLines platform hold over 300,000 cases, with over 90 million pages of evidence. CaseLines
systems deal with hundreds of cases per day, ranging from small public law bundles all the way
through to 300,000 page civil trials. There are over 1,200 judges in the UK trained to use
CaseLines.

 

Online (live webinar)

Online (live webinar)

Online (live webinar)

London

North-west

London

Scotland
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There are two directories: one for legal advisers 
(including local authorities that provide external 
legal services) and one for other key suppliers, 
including expert witnesses, legal technology 
providers and training companies. With over 1000 
organisations subscribed to our newsletter list 
alone, both enable you to profile your services or 
products to potential clients in a single listing.

All management and market-related editorial on 
Local Government Lawyer and Public Law Today 
is displayed on the Marketplace page, ensuring 
excellent visibility for your banners and the 
directories in general.

In addition to profiling your company and product 
information, an entry on the services directory 
will also provide the opportunity to include white 
papers, news updates about business and products 
and even video or audio material if required.

The directory is prominently promoted throughout 
the editorial sections of the site and advertisers 
also benefit from a banner ad (300x100px) being 
displayed alongside relevant editorial content. 

Directory Listing + 3x 
Editorial Page Banners

(300x100px)

Additional Editorial 
Page

Banners (300x100px)

Large Box Ad on
Marketplace 
(300x250px)

Directory
Skyscraper

Spotlight Feature (See 
screen-shot left)

£495 £50 £495 £350 £250
per month

All prices are for 12 months (unless stated otherwise) and exclude VAT at 20%.
Rates include creation of banner, if required.

Directory

/

WeatherNet Ltd

 

 

 

With 21 years’ experience, WeatherNet provides legal weather
services, historical weather data, forensic meteorologists and expert
witness interpretation to the legal profession and all those involved in
criminal or civil litigation. WeatherNet can assist in all matters of
Forensic Meteorology. WeatherNet help lawyers, solicitors, the police
force, barristers, insurance companies, the public and the civil
engineering and construction community with a cost-effective and

accurate analysis of historic weather data where the weather may have affected the outcome
of the case. WeatherNet can help legal-related weather cases for the UK and worldwide. With
the Met Office no longer providing this service and WeatherNet now an authorised supplier of
Met Office data, our services have become increasingly valuable to our legal clients.

This historic weather information is given in an easily understood Legal (CPR) Weather Report or as
a Certified Witness Statement. All Legal (CPR) Weather Reports and Certified Witness Statements
benefit from showing past weather data that is utilised, an interpretation, conclusion and a statement
of compliance and truth. This information complies with civil and criminal court requirements (CPR
Part 33 and/or 35) and the Jackson reforms that our clients can trust and rely on.

Legal (Non-CPR) Weather Reports are also available for reference or as a guide only. These legal
weather reports can not be disclosed as evidence in a court of law as the report would not be fully
researched and would only show a snap shot of raw daily or hourly data in the surrounding area of
the incident. No interpretation, conclusion, statement of truth etc. would be enclosed within this
report.

WeatherNet has access to historical weather data from a wide range of different meteorological
sources, including our own exclusive network of urban based meteorological stations.

To date, WeatherNet have prepared more than 2100 related legal weather reports since 1997 for the
legal industry. On average, WeatherNet service 100 new legal weather reports per year.
Furthermore, we can also provide testimonies or names of referees if required and an expert
forensic meteorologist for court appearances. In the last 5 years, WeatherNet have attended court to
give evidence on three occasions (July 2015, May 2016 and October 2017).

In the last 21 years, WeatherNet has provided weather-related reports for the following legal cases:

* Road Traffic Accidents (RTAs)

* Personal Injury Claims (Falling, Tripping and Slipping Accidents)

* Flooding and Drainage Claims

* Domestic and Commercial Insurance Claims

* Liability

* Travel and Transit

* Contract Disputes

* Industrial and Agricultural Incidents

* Criminal Offences, including GBH, Rape, Murder and Burglary

* Civil Engineering and Construction Extension and Disputes

* Pollution and Contamination

* Spoilage

* Lighting, Visibility and Sunrise/Sunset Times

* Aviation and Marine Incidents

* Cargo Damage and Contamination

* Sports and Leisure Injuries

A sample of a Legal (CPR) Weather Report, Legal (Non-CPR) Weather Report, Dr Richard Wild’s
CV and a legal weather services flyer are available below in the additional section.

Geographical area of work: All of the UK and Worldwide

Membership:

Member of the Forensic Science Society, Academy of Experts and the Association of British
Climatologists. Vetted by the Thomson Reuters Expert Witness Services and Fellow of the Royal
Geographical Society and Royal Meteorological Society. Also included on the National Crime
Agency (NCA) Expert Advisers Database.

Training:

Trained in the ‘aspects of report writing’ and the ‘Jackson Reforms’ by Bond Solon.

Address and Contact Details:

Dr Richard Wild
WeatherNet Ltd
Kingsland House
21 Hinton Road
Bournemouth
Dorset
United Kingdom
BH1 2DE

Telephone: 01202 293867

Fax: 01202 314064

e-mail: rick@weathernet.co.uk (mailto:rick@weathernet.co.uk)

Website: www.weathernet.co.uk/legal-weather-report-historical-data.php
(http://www.weathernet.co.uk/legal-weather-report-historical-data.php)

A sample of a Legal (CPR) Weather Report, Dr Richard Wild’s current CV and a legal weather
services flyer are available below:

Dr Richard Wild's CV

 (/images/stories/Dr_Richard_Wilds_CV_2019.pdf)

Legal Weather Services Flyer

 (/images/stories/Dr%20Richard%20Wild's%20Legal%20Flyer%202019.pdf)

Legal (CPR) Weather Report

(/images/stories/Dr%20Richard%20Wild's%20Legal%20(CPR)%20Weather%20Report%20Sample
%202019.pdf)

Legal (non-CPR) Weather Report

SPOTLIGHT

a

The UK's most experienced DNA tester.

Formerly part of one of the largest global
pharmaceutical and chemical companies
Cellmark was the world's first commercial
DNA fingerprinting laboratory and today is
one of the most trusted forward thinking
DNA analysis coampanies in Europe and
now part of the largest DNA testing
company in the world.

Find...

Advisers

Law firms

Barristers

Local authority
traded services

Suppliers

Expert witnesses,
technology providers,
consultants,
publishers,
recruitment agencies
and many more.

Events and

Training

Jobs

Categories (/suppliers-directory) Search (/suppliers-directory/search)

JOBS COURSES AND EVENTS LEGAL ADVISERS DIRECTORY SUPPLIERS DIRECTORY LEXISNEXIS WRITE FOR US ADVERTISE THE LEGAL DEPARTMENT OF THE FUTURE

HOME NEWS FEATURES CAREERS MARKETPLACE NEWSLETTER RESEARCH INSIGHT MAGAZINE VIDEOBITES SEARCH

9



Courses and Events

Filter  Title    

Limit  100

Courses and Events

EVENT
IMAGE

DATE TITLE VENUE CATEGORY

On
demand

Public Sector Contracts in 2019 -
Lexis Nexis

Online (live
webinar)

Procurement,
Contracts
and
Commercial

09.12.19 General Data Protection
Regulation - A to Z - Act Now
Training

Wales Information
Law

09.12.19 General Data Protection
Regulation - A to Z - Act Now
Training

London Information
Law

09.12.19 The Data Protection Act 2018 - Act
Now Training

London Information
Law

09.12.19 Prosecutions in the Magistrates
Court - An Advocacy Workshop -
LLG

London Litigation and
Enforcement

10.12.19 Inquest seminar - St John's
Chambers

South-west Coronial Law

10.12.19 Planning Appeal Inquiries in
Practice: New Procedures - FTB

London Planning

11.12.19 General Data Protection
Regulation - A to Z - Act Now
Training

Scotland Information
Law

11.12.19 RIPA Surveillance, Social Media
Monitoring and CHIS - Act Now
Training

London Community
Safety,
Housing,
Information
Law,
Litigation and
Enforcement

16.12.19 General Data Protection
Regulation - A to Z - Act Now
Training

North-west Information
Law

DECEMBERDECEMBER

Monday

99

DECEMBERDECEMBER

Monday

99

DECEMBERDECEMBER

Monday

99

DECEMBERDECEMBER

Monday

99

DECEMBERDECEMBER

Tuesday

1010

DECEMBERDECEMBER

Tuesday

1010

10:00 - 17:00

08:15 - 10:30

08:30 - 09:30

UPCOMING EVENTS

General Data Protection
Regulation - A to Z - Act Now
Training

General Data Protection
Regulation - A to Z - Act Now
Training

The Data Protection Act 2018 -
Act Now Training

Prosecutions in the Magistrates
Court - An Advocacy Workshop -
LLG

Inquest seminar - St John's
Chambers

Planning Appeal Inquiries in
Practice: New Procedures - FTB

On Tue, 10 December
2019

08:15 - 10:30

On Tue, 10 December
2019

08:30 - 09:30

On Wed, 11 December
2019

On Wed, 8 January
2020

10:00 - 16:00

FEATURED EVENTS

Inquest seminar
- St John's
Chambers
Venue: Harvey Nichols,
27 Philadelphia St. BS1
3BZ, Bristol Cost:
£20+VAT (£24) CPD
points: 1.5 Who should
attend? Make the most
of a working breakfast!
Join the St John’s
Chambers complex
inquest team for a
sunrise seminar at the
stylish Harvey Nichols
restaurant in Bristol on
10 Decemb…

Planning Appeal
Inquiries in
Practice: New
Procedures -
FTB
We are delighted to
announce the next in our
series of Breakfast
Briefings following the
Independent Review of
Planning Appeal
Inquiries Report by
Bridget Rosewell CBE
and the subsequent
PINS Action Plan.

General Data
Protection
Regulation - A to
Z - Act Now
Training
     

GDPR
Practitioner
Certificate - Act
Now

SEARCH CLEAR

Wales Information Law

London Information Law

London Information Law

London Litigation and Enforcement

South-west Coronial Law

London Planning

South-west
Coronial Law

London Planning

Scotland
Information Law

London
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The courses and events calendar enables readers 
to efficiently search for and filter relevant courses 
and events and, in particular, easily find events 
in their specific parts of the country. All events 
and courses are also prominently profiled in the 
Featured Events section alongside associated 
editorial content and on the Home, News, 
Features, Careers and Marketplace pages. All 
events are profiled at least once on the weekly 
email newsletter (5,500 subscribers) and a 
fortnightly events update is sent to more than 
2,100 subscribers.

Basic posts on our events calendar are free with 
options to advertise your event more prominently 
from £125 (+VAT) for up to 12 months. Advertising 
options include listings on the weekly email 
newsletter and various banner placements across 
our sites.

For those with more than five events per year to 
advertise, listings are available at discounted rates, 
starting at £45 + VAT per event. Please contact 
Kate Coyne on 01625 666395 for further details.

Basic: Free Featured: £125 Premium: £250*

•	 Posting on Events Calendar for up to 
12 months, to the date of the event.†

•	 Posting on Events Calendar for up to 
12 months, to the date of the event.

•	 Listing with date, location and logo 
on Featured Events section alongside 
relevant editorial content and on the 
Home, News, Comment and Careers 
pages to the date of the event.

•	 Four listings on Local  Government 
Lawyer email newsletter and other 
relevant newsletters

•	 Featured job on courses and events 
email alert.

As Featured, plus:
•	 ‘Don’t Miss’ listing towards top of 

email newsletter.
•	 In-article banner or premium mid-

page banner on relevant editorial 
sections, depending on availability 
(see diagram on page 5).

All prices exclude VAT at 20%
* Includes creation of banner ad if required
† Maximum of 5 per year, £45 +VAT thereafter
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Books

Bookstore Home (/books) Search (/books/search)

Add Entry (/books/entry/add)

FEATURED TITLES

- Select Category -

Dementia and the Law
(/books/212-dementia-
and-the-law)

(/books/212-dementia-
and-the-law)

From £49

This book addresses a wide
range of legal issues that
arise in respect of people
with dementia, setting out
the law in a clear and
accessible form.

Medical Treatment and
the Law - Issues of
Consent (/books/213-
medical-treatment-and-
the-law-issues-of-
consent)

 (/books

/213-medical-treatment-
and-the-law-issues-of-
consent)

From £49.50

An introduction to the
complex and rapidly
developing area of medical
treatment and the law in
relation to the vulnerable,
namely children and those
adults who lack capacity.

Arnold-Baker on Local
Council Administration
Ninth edition (/books
/214-arnold-baker-on-
local-council-
administration-ninth-
edition)

 (/books

/214-arnold-baker-on-
local-council-
administration-ninth-
edition)

£60.64

Arnold-Baker on Local
Council Administration is a
complete statement of the
law relating to parish and
community councils, in the
form of an extensive though
succinct narrative
accompanied by
comprehensive references.

Licensed Premises: Law,
Practice and Policy
(/books/234-licensed-
premises)

 (/books

/234-licensed-premises)

£115.00

Licensed Premises: Law,
Practice and Policy, Second
Edition is a highly practical
guide to the licensed
industry.

Cornerstone on Anti-
Social Behaviour: The
New Law (/books/236-
cornerstone-on-anti-
social-behaviour-the-
new-law)

(/books/236-cornerstone-
on-anti-social-behaviour-
the-new-law)

£59.99

A practical guide to the new
toolkit introduced by the Anti-
Social Behaviour, Crime and
Policing Act 2014. It clearly
explains, through the use of
case studies, practical
examples and tactical advice
how the new tools operate
and how they may be used
to best effect.

Paterson's Licensing
Acts 2015 (/books/237-
paterson-s-licensing-
acts-2015)

(/books/237-paterson-
s-licensing-acts-2015)

From £305

This authoritative work
provides a summary of the
major changes in licensing
law of England and Wales
over the past 12 months.

European State Aid Law 'Grooming' and the The Law of EU Public

Read more...

Read more...

Read more...

Read more...

Read more...

Read more...

BOOK REVIEWS

Manchester on Alcohol
& Entertainment Law
Professor Roy Light reviews
the 4th edition of Manchester
on Alcohol and Entertainment
Law. Woods Whur Publishing,
Leeds. £115 soft cover.

Book Review: Button on
Taxis
After an eight-year gap there
is a new edition of Button on
Taxis. Professor Roy Light
reviews the publication and
the changes made.

Book Review:
Cornerstone on the
Planning Court
The law moves on with
increasing speed nowadays,
one significant recent
development being the
creation of the Planning Court
in April 2014. That is already
two years ago now, so
Cornerstone obviously…

Book Review:
Paterson’s Licensing
Acts 2016
James Paterson, who
introduced the work and
authored the first ten editions,
could never have foreseen
that his book would be going
strong 114 editions later; or
that it would have an…

Book Review:
Cornerstone on
Councillors' Conduct
L.P. Hartley once told us that
the ‘past is a foreign country;
they do things differently
there’. However, American
astronomer and
astrophysicist, Carl Sagan
thought that to understand
the present we…

Book Review:
Cornerstone on Anti-
Social Behaviour - The
New Law
In the preface to this book the
Author Kuljit Bhogal states
that it tries to be a single point
of reference for the powers
introduced by the ASB, Crime
and Policing Act 2014. It

fulfils that…
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Local Government Lawyer and Public Law Today 
offer a direct path to getting your books in front of 
potential purchasers by profiling your publications 
directly to people reading articles on related 
topics.

A basic listing on the new Bookstore is free-
of-charge (subject to a maximum of five per 
organisation per annum). Those promoted through 
the Featured package are also prominently 
profiled in the Featured Books section alongside 
relevant editorial content and on the Home, 
News, Features, Careers and Marketplace pages. 
Featured books are profiled at least once on the 
weekly email newsletter (5,500 subscribers) and 
included in the fortnightly events update sent to 
more than 2,100 local government lawyers and 
other relevant professionals.

For publishers with more than five books per year 
to advertise, basic listings are available for £45 
+ VAT per book and volume discounts are also 
available for Featured packages.

Please contact Kate Coyne at kate@
localgovernmentlawyer.co.uk or on 01625 666395 
for further details. 

Basic: Free* Featured: £125 +VAT Additional Options

•	 Entry in Bookstore directory. •	 Entry in Bookstore directory
•	 Inclusion in Featured Books section on 

alongside all relevant editorial sections 
and on Home, News, Marketplace and 
Careers pages

•	 Profiled on Local Government Lawyer 
weekly newsletter and (where 
relevant) on Housing and Place 
Newsletters.

•	 Inclusion on Events, Courses and 
Books Alert 

•	 Banner or skyscraper on books page - 
£95 +VAT per month

•	 Arrangement of book review from our 
readership - £195 +VAT

•	 Publication of article by author(s) on 
Local Government Lawyer with profile 
of book within text. £195 +VAT**

•	 For further display advertising 
opportunities, please see p3-p4.

* Subject to a maximum of five postings per year per organisation, £45 +VAT per listing thereafter
** Subject to editorial approval
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Any questions?
For enquiries or bookings, please contact Kate Coyne on 

01625 666395 or email kate@localgovernmentlawyer.co.uk

www.localgovernmentlawyer.co.uk      www.publiclawtoday.co.uk      www.publiclawjobs.co.uk


